Parish of Ribbleton
St. Mary Magdalene (SMM) The Ascension (ASC) -Longsands ( LS)

Wednesday 24th November
34th Week of Ordinary Time
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Remain faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
PRAYER FOR THE DAY

God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory.
Amen

FIRST READING (Daniel 5.1–6, 13–14, 16–17, 23–28)

King Belshazzar made a great festival for a
thousand of his lords, and he was drinking wine in
the presence of the thousand.
Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar
commanded that they bring in the vessels of gold
and silver that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken
out of the temple in Jerusalem,
so that the king and his lords, his wives, and his
concubines might drink from them.
So they brought in the vessels of gold and silver
that had been taken out of the temple, the house of
God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his
wives, and his concubines drank from them.
They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold
and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.
Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared
and began writing on the plaster of the wall of the
royal palace, next to the lampstand.
The king was watching the hand as it wrote.
Then the king’s face turned pale, and his thoughts
terrified him.
His limbs gave way, and his knees knocked
together.
Then Daniel was brought in before the king.

The king said to Daniel, ‘So you are Daniel, one of
the exiles of Judah, whom my father the king
brought from Judah?
I have heard of you that a spirit of the gods is in
you, and that enlightenment, understanding, and
excellent wisdom are found in you.
But I have heard that you can give interpretations
and solve problems.
Now if you are able to read the writing and tell me
its interpretation, you shall be clothed in purple,
have a chain of gold around your neck, and rank
third in the kingdom.’
Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king,
‘Let your gifts be for yourself, or give your rewards
to someone else!
Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king
and let him know the interpretation.
‘You have exalted yourself against the Lord of
heaven!
The vessels of his temple have been brought in
before you, and you and your lords, your wives and
your concubines have been drinking wine from
them.
You have praised the gods of silver and gold, of
bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or
hear or know;
but the God in whose power is your very breath,
and to whom belong all your ways, you have not
honoured.
So from his presence the hand was sent and this
writing was inscribed.
And this is the writing that was inscribed:
mene, mene, tekel, and parsin.
This is the interpretation of the matter:

mene, God has numbered the days of your kingdom
and brought it to an end;
tekel, you have been weighed on the scales and
found wanting;
peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the
Medes and Persians.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Benedicite 1-2, 4-5)

The response to the Psalm is:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Bless the Lord all you works of the Lord:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord you heavens:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. R/
Bless the Lord sun and moon:
bless the Lord you stars of heaven;
bless the Lord all rain and dew:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. R/

GOSPEL (Luke 21:12–19)

Jesus said to the crowd:
‘They will arrest you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you
will be brought before kings and governors because
of my name.
This will give you an opportunity to testify.
So make up your minds not to prepare your defence
in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom
that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict.
You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
by relatives and friends; and they will put some of
you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name.
But not a hair of your head will perish.
By your endurance you will gain your souls.’

Bless the Lord all winds that blow:
bless the Lord you fire and heat;
bless the Lord scorching wind and bitter cold:
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. R/
Please pray for

Those who govern and guide the nations, and all who work for peace, justice and healing.
The people of Afghanistan, Lebanon, and Sudan
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and Anoosheh Ashoori, held in Iran
All who are separated from home, family and loved ones.
Those working in our hospitals, emergency services and vaccination centres.
Those caring for the elderly, frail and vulnerable in our parish.
The staff and residents of Preston Private.
The families using the Community Pantry and foodbanks in our city,
and those struggling with debt and poverty.
The staff and pupils of Greenlands and Brockholes Wood schools.
The 90 people in our parish, diagnosed with covid last week.
Those named on our prayer list.
The person who is called to be our next incumbent, and those with the responsibility of selecting them.
Fr Chris, Capt. David and Linda, and our parish wardens.

